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Rick Hansen, Thermal Drive, Man in Motion World Tour, ca. 1987

I fondly remember working for the City of Coquitlam when, in 1987, Rick Hansen climbed the Thermal Drive hill on
the last day of his Man in Motion World Tour.

My job at that time was as a Traffic Technologist, and my task on that day was to go, in advance of Rick and his
support team, and modify the traffic signals so that they would be in ‘flash’ mode as they arrived, so that their
escort could safely proceed along their route. I remember Rick rolling down the Austin Avenue hill, past the golf
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course and into Burnaby, as I headed back to put all of the traffic signals back into operation. It was a great day!

Twenty-five years later, having returned to Coquitlam, I was able to participate in Rick’s second journey through
Coquitlam and up the Thermal Drive Hill. This time, as the Manager of Roads and Traffic Operations; we had one of
our Traffic Technologists travel along with Rick’s escort group and use a traffic signal ‘pre-emptor’ that our Fire
Department uses to control the traffic lights, and provided Rick and his team with a ‘green wave’ through all of the
traffic signals in Coquitlam. Happy 125th Birthday to the City of Coquitlam; thank you for so many great memories!

Dan Mooney

If you have a Coquitlam memory, please share your story, photos and artifacts with the Coquitlam 125 story
gathering team at stories@coquitlam.ca, or you can submit your stories online. Help us to celebrate Coquitlam’s
125th birthday!
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