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(Looking East on Cartier Ave. – Cartier and Begin Street intersection with church to the right in the background.” (ca. 1993). Image source: City of Coquitlam Archives)

Daniel Eugène Bouchard shares his story of growing up in Maillardville and remaining true to his roots.

“How does a person living in Coquitlam their entire life maintain their Francophone mother tongue? Well I did it
and here is my story:

I have lived in Coquitlam all of my 62 years. I spent six years on Begin Street in the heart of Maillardville and I have
spent the remainder of my years on Walker Street, on the outskirts of Maillardville. I proudly own the 1959 family
house that my father build; he was a contractor. I also proudly continue to speak the language of Molière, that is
French, the language of my ancestors.
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Over 450 years ago, 10 generations ago my ancestors arrived from France to Québec. Some later on moved to
various areas of North America. My grandfather took the challenge and settled in Manitoba. At the time it was
illegal to use French in any school, public or private, in Manitoba. Both of my parents came from a Francophone
area of Manitoba and a condition my father gave to my mother was that she would have to move to B.C. if she
accepted his proposal. So they settled in the Francophone area of Coquitlam, Maillardville B.C..

I was educated in French at our private Francophone school, Notre de Dame de Fatima. Even though I had no
Francophone education after Grade 8, I was able to maintain my French by remaining involved in Francophone
activities.

I worked hard at maintaining my level of French. I was a French Immersion teacher in Coquitlam for 15 years and
then a Francophone teacher for Le Conseil scolaire francophone (CSF) for 20 years. I still do some substitute
teacher throughout the Lower Mainland.

I have also remained involved with Les Échos du Pacifique, a Francophone and Francophile choir based in
Maillardville. It was in 1973 that, at 18 years old, I joined the choir singing with my mother, aunts, cousins and
other Francophones of the area. It is 42 years later now and I am still a chorister. My choir is still continuing its
mission, to sing and function in the French Language.

Je suis un francophone natif de Maillardville et je suis fier de ma langue!!!”

Daniel Eugène Bouchard

If you have a Maillardville memory, please share your story, photos and artifacts with the Coquitlam 125 story
gathering team at stories@coquitlam.ca, or you can submit your stories online. Help us to celebrate Coquitlam’s
125th birthday in 2016!
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