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MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY JUNE 18, 2002

A Regular Meeting of the Coquitlam River Aggregate Task Force convened on Tuesday, June
18, 2002 at 11:00 a.m. in the Council Committee Room, Coquitlam City Hall, 3000 Guildford
Way, Coquitlam, BC with the following persons present:

Task Force Members Present: Councillor M. Reid, Chair
T. Hall, Ministry of Energy and Mines
J. Allard, Allard Contractors
T. Vanichuk, Coquitlam Sand & Gravel
G. Turi, Jack Cewe Ltd.
F. Donnelly, City of Coquitlam Environment Committee

Committee Members Absent: A. Geissler, B.C. Hydro
M. Foy, Department of Fisheries and Oceans
B. Clark, Ministry of Environment, Lands and Parks

Staff Present: J. Yip, Deputy City Engineer, City of Port Coquitlam
H. Wong, Manager Geomatics
M. Nihls, Manager Parks and Open Space Services
M. Iviney, Manager Infrastructure Maintenance
S. Dal Santo, Environmental Services Coordinator

ITEM I — MINUTES OF OCTOBER 4, 2001

The Task Force approved the Minutes of October 4, 2001.

ITEM II — BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES

Nil.
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ITEM III - NEW BUSINESS

511-1 Progress on the CRATF Action Plan Items

City Progress
The City of Coquitlam has:
• Requested that the possible use of overburden by-product be reviewed by the

inter-municipal Design Guidelines for Sustainability Committee;
• Contacted the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) and Environment

Canada re monitoring requirements, technologies and costs;
• Consulted with Legal Services regarding the potential use of Soil Removal

Fees;
• Produced a map showing land ownership along the west bank of the

Coquitlam River as far as Pipeline Road;
• Determined what water quality monitoring Douglas College students have

done on the Coquitlam River;
• Retained the services of a professional agrologist (RBF Land Resource

Consultants Ltd.) to assess the feasibility of using gravel pit fines for
landscaping, structural fill, sportfields and/or other recreational or civil uses.

O Water Quality/Watershed Health Monitoring
The Committee determined that two monitoring stations are needed on the
Coquitlam River — one above the gravel pits, but below Orr Creek, and below the
gravel pits, near Avenue. The purpose of this monitoring would be to study
trends and to measure the health of the Coquitlam River.

Flow, temperature, total suspended solids (TSS), turbidity, biological oxygen
demand (BOD), particle size could be monitored. A list of potential monitoring
parameters will be forwarded to Matt Foy of DFO to review.

Still need to determine: How much money to spend on water quality monitoring?
What monitoring has been completed in the B.C. Hydro Water Use Plan? What
water quality parameters did this plan test? Is there any potential for duplication
with what the CRATF is trying to achieve?

Finding a Market for Overburden Soils
The report by RBF Land Resource Consultants Ltd. identifies some potential uses
for overburden by-product or fines, but qualifies this by saying that further
laboratory research, detailed analysis and field testing is needed before a
definitive use for these fines can be found. The report suggests a Phase II study,
at an estimated cost of $34,000, to complete this work

© If undertaken, this study would be a joint venture between the City and the gravel
pit operators. Terms of Reference would need to be finalized and a consultant
retained on the basis of a competitive bidding process.
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It was noted that Cewe had already hired Golder and Associates Ltd. to review the
use of fines from cyclones. This soil is comparable to that found in river beds.
River sand is abundant and is readily available through dredging of the Fraser
River. Major users should be encouraged to make use of local fines, e.g. gravel
pit overburden, rather than exporting soils in from outside areas. Acceptability
and marketability are key.

It was noted that gravel pit operators and the Ministry of Energy and Mines met
with Dave Smith of Thurber Engineering on April 18, 2002 to discuss Pipeline
Road planning and mining practices. Summary notes from this meeting are
attached with these minutes.

Soil Removal Fees
City staff determined that Soil Removal fees are to be used only for the
rehabilitation of roads frequented by gravel trucks. The Committee agreed that
the use of Soil Removal fees for water quality testing in the Coquitlam River (to
assess trends in water quality as a result of gravel pit operations), 'needs to be
considered.
It was also suggested that the City should have a Soil Deposition Bylaw which
charges a fee for soils brought in from other jurisdictions.

® Sediment/Erosion Control
The different gravel pit operations already employ different methods for
controlling sediment and erosion. These methods include reducing surface area of
open pit, and pumping sediment-laden water through a gravel screen.

Mine Reclamation Plaits and Restoration of Riparian Buffer Areas
The role of the Ministry of Energy and Mines is to work with the gravel pit
operators through their respective mine plans. Mine plan reviews are done in
consultation with the Ministry of Water Land and Air Protection (MWLAP) and
the City. Mine plans state provisions for regrading and restoring the site once
gravel pit operations are complete.

It was suggested that there may be opportunities for augmenting native plantings
along the banks of the Coquitlam River immediately adjacent to the gravel pits.

Public Communication
Lafarge has held an open house, and Cewe has done presentations and displays in
conjunction with Douglas College. These presentations occurred prior to Council
review of the CRATF Action Plan.

511-2 Follow up Items for Responsible Parties

I. City staff are to convene a meeting with the gravel pit operators to review the
RBF Land Resource Consultants Ltd. report and to determine the scope of
next steps needed in finding uses for fines.
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2. City staff are to forward a list of potential water quality monitoring parameters
to Matt Foy of DFO to review.

3. Councillor Reid is to approach Victoria and organize a meeting with gravel pit
operators to encourage policy re: use of local products and also to seek
opportunities for funding.

4. Fin Donnelly to organize an onsite meeting with gravel pit operators and DFO
to identify potential opportunities for riparian planting along the Coquitlam
River.

5. City Staff are to contact BC Hydro regarding parameters for monitoring and
potential for funding of monitoring works.

6. City staff are to advise the Solicitor that gravel operators will provide consent
to utilize the Soil Removal Fee Reserve for funding consulting work on
further research re: feasibility of utilizing fines for landscaping, parks
construction and civil construction uses.

511-3 Wrap up

The meeting to review the RBF Land Resource Consultants Ltd. report is
expected to take place in early July. Discussion of the consultant terms of
reference will take place in September. A final CRATF meeting may need to be
held in October.

IV — OTHER BUSINESS

Nil.

V — TABLED ITEMS

T-1 CRATF Action Plan Framework (from CRATF Final Report).
T-2 RBF Land Resource Consultants Ltd. report, dated June 17, 2002.
T-3 Summary of Pipeline Road Review Meeting, April 18, 2002.

VI — ADJOURNMENT

The Chair declared the Meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.

S. Dal Santo
Environmental Services Coordinator


